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Sfære in “The Golden State”: 

    Arnold’s CALIFORNIA 
TAKING HOLD OF CLIMATE 
CHANGE 
California and governor Arnold Schwarzenegger is in the 
driver’s seat in the war on climate change, and is an 
inspiration to President Barack Obama. The population of 
California is continuously thinking greener, but there is still a 
long way to go. 
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California set the climate standard already in 2006 with a 
law that states that greenhouse gas emissions are to be reduced 
by 80 % compared to 1990 levels. This is to be accomplished 
before 2050. 

Foto: Istockphoto 

California’s ambitious climate plan 
California has long been in the driver’s seat regarding climate 
change in the US. In the last few years the republican governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger and other politicians in the State of 
California have put forward a series of important action plans to 
reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. 

Schwarzenegger has been an important force behind the work on 
climate change, according to Scott Anders, an expert on Energy 
Policy at the University of San Diego, School of Law. 

"Many deserve praise, and some are of the opinion that 
Schwarzenegger has been given too much of the credit. But the 
governor has been instrumental in the work that has been done," 
says Anders. 

Unquestionably ,the most important climate law passed in 
recent years is the 2006 “Assembly Bill 32” concerning the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Carbon emissions are to 
be reduced to 1990 levels by the year 2020, and by 2050 the 
goal is to reduce emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels. 
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Another very important and ambitious political decision is 
California’s standard for renewable energy: By the end of 2010, 
20 percent of all electricity must be from renewable sources. This 
goal will not be reached, but a new law that demands that by 2020 
33 percent of all energy shall be from renewable sources is 
already on its way. 

- People have understood how serious this is 
"It is very encouraging to see how people in California 

have embraced energy-saving over the last couple of years, and 
it continues to grow. Every week you see new initiatives and 
increased enthusiasm," Nigella Hillgarth told Sfære. 
Hillgarth is Executive Director of Birch Aquarium in San Diego, 
connected with the world-renowned Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography.  
Scripps is the leader in climate research, and according to 
Hillgarth more people now want to learn how to be 
environmentally friendly. 
 
 

–"Households are switching to energy-saving light bulbs, 
using fewer plastic bottles, changing the way they drive and 
buying more hybrid cars. They use less energy, less water, and 
more and more people are installing solar panels," adds 
Hillgarth. 

A short distance away lies the University of California, 
where 80 different student groups are tackling climate 
issues. 

"We focus on teaching the students about issues related to 
climate change, and the interest is huge. For example, the group 
Aquaholics Anonymus is addressing the issue of overconsumption 
of water and has worked on a list of different measures to reduce 
consumption," explains Maggie Sauer, Director of the university’s 
own Office for Sustainable Energy. 

UCSD is one of the most renowned research universities in the 
US, and we put a lot of stock in being as green as possible. 
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Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger promises that by the year 2020 
emissions will be reduced to1990 levels. 



"I don’t know for sure if we are the most environmentally-
friendly university, but I hope so!" says Maggie Souder, 
whoshows us a group of “solar panel trees” on the roof of one of 
the parking garages. The “Trees” act as a roof for the cars and 
provide the university with clean energy. 

The parking lot in front of the office in San Diego produces as 
much electricity as 70 average households consume. 

 

Ingenious financing 
A bigger problem concerning installation of solar panels in 
average households is the costs. Governor Schwarzenegger has 
set as a goal of one million houses to being fitted with solar 
panels by 2018, but very few have the necessary tens of 
thousands of dollars that it costs. 

Therefore a new and important solar panel initiative has been 
adopted. Cities in California can now offer inhabitants to finance 
solar panels through their property tax for the next 20 years. San 
Diego is the first large city to offer this arrangement. 

– This is an ingenious arrangement as many can’t afford to 
buy solar panels. These stay with the house, so if the property is 
being sold the new owners take over the payments, says 
Schwarzenegger’s party colleague and Mayor of San Diego Jerry 
Sanders to Sfære. 
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The Anders Family  
  chose the future 

-"Here you can see the electricity 
meter actually running backwards!" 
says Scott Anders from Lakeside 
outside San Diego. 

The afternoon sun is bathing the dry landscape of Lakeside, roughly 20 
minutes outside of San Diego, in orange light. Scott Anders shows us 
around his house, which is every environmental activist’s wet dream. 

"Not much here is “high tech”, although we have that too. The key is 
simply good design.," he says. 
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One side of the garage roof is covered by a  solar panel, but 
most of the green features of the house are not visible. One 
exception is the clerestory windows in the living room, a row of 
windows high up on the wall, to make sure that the hot air 
circulates out of the house. This way the family does not need to 
use air conditioning. 

"The solar panels heat our water, and actually produce more 
electricity than we use. The excess goes back into the grid." 

Dramatic choices  

In the autumn of 2003 Anders was given the opportunity to build 
the perfect green home after a dramatic incident. One night in 
October the neighbor called to wake him and his wife Abby. One 
of the largest forest fires in California’s history, “The Cedar Fire”, 
was heading towards their house at an incredible speed. 

"We took the kids, wallets and some photo albums and got out. 
The house burned to the ground, and four people died on one of 
the neighboring properties," Anders tells Sfære. 

Electricity meters that inspire  

One way to help households become more environmentally-
friendly are so-called  “smart meters”.  

"Today’s electricity meters are antique. They don’t provide any 
more information than what was used in the last month. As of next 
year, smart meters will be in use, which will register when 
electricity is used. This will promote energy savings", says Scott 
Anders on his terrace behind his house in Lakeside. 
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• It is the most populous state in the US. 
The population census for 2005 was 
roughly 36 million 

• California has the most urbanized population in 
the US, with over 90 percent living in urban areas 

• California, also called the Golden State, is now 
the seventh largest economy in the world 

• The capital is Sacramento and the governor 

is the Republican Arnold Schwarzenegger 

• California covers an area of 423,969.58 km2 

• The population is concentrated along the 
Pacific Coast, with a greater density 
surrounding  Los Angeles and the San 
Francisco Bay area 

• Los Angeles is the largest city in California and 
the second largest city in the US. San Diego is 
the second largest city in California 

Facts about California 


